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ARTICLE IX
EDUCATION

 
Section 1.  Education encouraged.

Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools,
libraries, and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.
 
Sec. 2.  Uniform system of schools.

(1)        General and uniform system: term.  The General Assembly shall provide by taxation and otherwise for a
general and uniform system of free public schools, which shall be maintained at least nine months in every year, and
wherein equal opportunities shall be provided for all students.

(2)        Local responsibility.  The General Assembly may assign to units of local government such responsibility
for the financial support of the free public schools as it may deem appropriate.  The governing boards of units of local
government with financial responsibility for public education may use local revenues to add to or supplement any
public school or post-secondary school program.
 
Sec. 3.  School attendance.

The General Assembly shall provide that every child of appropriate age and of sufficient mental and physical
ability shall attend the public schools, unless educated by other means.
 
Sec. 4.  State Board of Education.

(1)        Board.  The State Board of Education shall consist of the Lieutenant Governor, the Treasurer, and eleven
members appointed by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly in joint session.  The General
Assembly shall divide the State into eight educational districts.  Of the appointive members of the Board, one shall be
appointed from each of the eight educational districts and three shall be appointed from the State at large. 
Appointments shall be for overlapping terms of eight years.  Appointments to fill vacancies shall be made by the
Governor for the unexpired terms and shall not be subject to confirmation.

(2)        Superintendent of Public Instruction.  The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be the secretary and
chief administrative officer of the State Board of Education.
 
Sec. 5.  Powers and duties of Board.

The State Board of Education shall supervise and administer the free public school system and the educational
funds provided for its support, except the funds mentioned in Section 7 of this Article, and shall make all needed rules
and regulations in relation thereto, subject to laws enacted by the General Assembly.
 
Sec. 6.  State school fund.

The proceeds of all lands that have been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to this State, and not
otherwise appropriated by this State or the United States; all moneys, stocks, bonds, and other property belonging to
the State for purposes of public education; the net proceeds of all sales of the swamp lands belonging to the State; and
all other grants, gifts, and devises that have been or hereafter may be made to the State, and not otherwise appropriated
by the State or by the terms of the grant, gift, or devise, shall be paid into the State Treasury and, together with so
much of the revenue of the State as may be set apart for that purpose, shall be faithfully appropriated and used
exclusively for establishing and maintaining a uniform system of free public schools.
 
Sec. 7. County school fund; State fund for certain moneys.

(a)        Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, all moneys, stocks, bonds, and other property
belonging to a county school fund, and the clear proceeds of all penalties and forfeitures and of all fines collected in
the several counties for any breach of the penal laws of the State, shall belong to and remain in the several counties,
and shall be faithfully appropriated and used exclusively for maintaining free public schools.

(b)        The General Assembly may place in a State fund the clear proceeds of all civil penalties, forfeitures, and
fines which are collected by State agencies and which belong to the public schools pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section. Moneys in such State fund shall be faithfully appropriated by the General Assembly, on a per pupil basis, to
the counties, to be used exclusively for maintaining free public schools. (2003-423, s.1.)
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Sec. 8.  Higher education.

The General Assembly shall maintain a public system of higher education, comprising The University of North
Carolina and such other institutions of higher education as the General Assembly may deem wise.  The General
Assembly shall provide for the selection of trustees of The University of North Carolina and of the other institutions of
higher education, in whom shall be vested all the privileges, rights, franchises, and endowments heretofore granted to
or conferred upon the trustees of these institutions.  The General Assembly may enact laws necessary and expedient for
the maintenance and management of The University of North Carolina and the other public institutions of higher
education.
 
Sec. 9.  Benefits of public institutions of higher education.

The General Assembly shall provide that the benefits of The University of North Carolina and other public
institutions of higher education, as far as practicable, be extended to the people of the State free of expense.
 
Sec. 10.  Escheats.

(1)        Escheats prior to July 1, 1971.  All property that prior to July 1, 1971, accrued to the State from escheats,
unclaimed dividends, or distributive shares of the estates of deceased persons shall be appropriated to the use of The
University of North Carolina.

(2)        Escheats after June 30, 1971.  All property that, after June 30, 1971, shall accrue to the State from escheats,
unclaimed dividends, or distributive shares of the estates of deceased persons shall be used to aid worthy and needy
students who are residents of this State and are enrolled in public institutions of higher education in this State.  The
method, amount, and type of distribution shall be prescribed by law.
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